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CLERK:
t i t l e . )
referred
General
(AM0118,

SENATOR CUDABACK: Tha n k yo u, M r . Clerk. Sena t o r Vrt iska,
Chairman of the committee, you' re recognized to open on LB 199.

SENATOR VRTISKA: Thank you, Senator Cudaback. The Business and
Labor Co mmittee aga in int roduced LB 199 at the request of the
Department o f Lab o r , a nd i t ' s anot h e r o n e o f t hos e b i l l s t ha t ' s
necessary for u s to deal with. F irst, the language is changed
relating to tribal government and business being treated as
g overnmental entities fo r Neb raska E m ployment S e curity L a w
purposes. This concept was adopted by the Legislature two years
ago, as directed by the U.S. Department o f Labor . The U .S .
Department of Labor has now requested that a clarification be
made regarding the manner and time frame in which a reporting to
be...to the federal government of nonpayment of coverage should
occur. Second, t he b ill would amend t wo de finitions of
'employment' to the Employment S ecurity La w th at res ult in
'noncoverage' for election workers and penal and custodial
inst i t u t i o na l i n mates . Ne b r a ska Sect ion 4 8 - 604 would be amended
to exclude wages earned by election workers earning less than
$100,000 per year from unemployment coverage. This exclusion
applies only to those election workers who serve only on
election day at the local polling place. Our unemployment
system was established to provide temporary benefits to workers
who lost their primary employment. A recent federal law change
allows states to make this adjustment. Next, a new section of
that statute on page 20 would exclude wages earned ' y prisoners
of service performed for a private employer for unemployment
coverage, but leaves open the possibility that a prisoner
working for a pr i v a t e em p l oyer out s i d e t he conf i n e s of t he
correctional facility, on work release, would be able to draw
benefit s b a sed on t ha t e mployment. Ag a i n , t h i s req u est i s made
because of an excl usion of wage s p aid to pr isoners,
regarding...regardless of where the service was performed or who
services were performed for, from unemployment coverage under
both the Federal Unemployment Tax Act and state unemployment

LB 199, by the Business and Labor Committee. (Read
Bill was introduced o n January 10 o " th i s year,

to the Business and Labor Committee, advanced to
F ile . I do hav e c ommittee amendments, Mr . P r e s i dent .
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